Degrowth Eulogy


In Trikala, Thessaly, in the basin of the waters of Mount Koziakas and between the rural communities of Kokkinos Pyrgos, Agioi Apostoloi, Roggia, Dipotamos and Pyrgetos, the veins (channels) with a mild fresh water flow are located. The veins were formerly created by natural sources called anavres that were dug by the farmers, who channeled into them the water of the rain and the artesians. This small wetland drains the water of this area and makes the land fit for cultivation while it joins the rivers Koumerkis and Agiomoniotis, which then join the tributaries of Pineos, Anapodos and Salabrias. Fish (agades and mylonakia), crayfish, crabs, eels, otters and moorhens lived in the wetland of the veins till the early 1980’s. At the same time, there was a local food self-sufficiency for the part of the farmers based on domesticated animals (chickens, ducks, pigs, lambs, goats and cows) as well as the gardens that everyone cultivated and they filled their meals with fish and crayfish from the veins and the rivers.


The local rural communities had adjusted their way of life to the existing natural environment giving samples of recycling, crop rotation, self-sufficiency, protection of the diodiversity, ecology, measure,respect of the environment, independence of inputs and all these without maybe even knowing about such conceps. Apart from the sulf-sufficiency (financial and nutritional) that the domesticated animals provided the farmers with, their manure was used as a fertilizer for their gardens.With the leftovers of the gardens(from the bazaars) they fed their domesticated animals. Moreover, they used to hold and exchange seeds of the local plants, ensuring a variety of flavors. Pastures (fields), gardens, crops (wheet, barley, corn, clover) were alternated at times in their cultivation retaining the land productive and healthy. With the old wood from natural hedges (poplars, wild poplars, fteliades, willows) they used to heat their homes in winter, while most of them grew a small vineyard for the joys and sorrows of life.

The loss of self-sufficiency


At the end of the 1970’s and the beginning of 1980’s, the so-called “Green Growth” invaded the rural economy, having as a focal point the subordination of the environment and the farmers to the intensiveness of the production and the myth of the continuing growth. Sole cultivations of watermelons, tobacco, corn and especially cotton did level every inch of land. Trees were cut, windshields shuttered, the tractors sprinkled with pesticides1, then the chemical fertilizer followed and then the sowing with the new hybrid seeds. Later on, there were more sprinkles with pesticides for the grass and insecticides for the “harmful” insects.


Thousands of tones of chemical fertilizers, herbicides, insecticides, pesticides were thrown in the farmland. The water of the rain washed away the residues of pesticides and fertilizers2.The water of the vein started becoming yellow3 due to pesticides and because of the soft flow that held them for days. The fish called agades died4,the crayfish and eels disappeared and the rest of the aquatic life(moorhens, otters, turtles) and the birds left the veins forever due to the lack of food. The water is now filled with nitrate. According to the research of the professor of the University of Thessaly Mr Nikitas Mylopoulos, in the wider region 23,000 tones of fertilizers are now used and also 2,000 tones of pesticides annually.


This has as a result that the farmers have lost their contact with the life cycle of the Earth. They adopt the linear conception of production and lose their self-sufficiency. Subsidies to farmers are now abundant, multinational agrochemical industries, banks and agricultural machinery production companies are doing big bussinesses. The GDP of the country is growing and at the same time the dependence on multinational agrochemical industries is growing, too. The seeds are now purchased every year and the same multinational companies that produce seeds-hybrids, also produce pesticides and fertilizers (nowadays, the same industries promote the cultivation of GM products). Bigger and heavier farm machinery is bought, the land is plowed deeper and deeper, more fertilizers and pesticides are used, and the agricultural production is increased while the debt of the farmers to the banks is continually growing.

The bounds of the enlargement


Eventually, the hybris of the continuing enlargement shows its boundaries. The yield of agricultural land, although the amount of fertilizer doubles, it stays the same and it decreases. According to facts of the Directory of The Rural Development, 55,000 acres in Thessaly, are in the process of desertification, which means dead land, that independent of the lubrication, it does not yield anymore. The farm prices plummet, the products are left unsold. The guru of sustainable development are trying to turn farmers into growing transgenic (GMO) and energy crops (biofuels), keeping the same production model intact. 


Meanwhile, farmers count losses. The countryside is abandoned, biodiversity is at risk, the wealth of local varieties of plants and animals is being disappeared, water is over and contaminated, and it is considered marked collapse of the aquifer. In the plains of Thessaly, the drilling reaches at depth of 350 meters5. At the same time, the rivers deaden, wetlands are destroyed and the river Penaeus, according to the European Union, is becoming the second most polluted river in Europe after the river Pado in Italy. 


Farmers of the example were "developed." Their development caused the disappearance of the fish (their own food) with the use of pesticides, polluted rivers and they in turn infected the sea. So, our farmers with the earnings of the growth now buy their fish, which have grown up with a party of pesticides and fertilizers that they themselves used to "grow", ie vicious circle. The Priesthood of sustainable development tells them not to worry, that we will divert the river Achelous6. United the civilian personnel of the place is in favor of diversion of Achelous and of perpetual growth. The productivism, as systematic partisan ideology, dominates almost everywhere.

Ignorance or intent


According to the sociologist Sigmund Bauman "Capitalism is a parasitic system. It can flourish only when it finds an organism, which has not yet exploited, corrupting it. Capitalism survives only by constantly creating needs, in our case, seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, agricultural machinery. Thus, it becomes clear that the sufficiency of these rural communities was an obstacle to their plans (it is significant that no subsidy is given to farmers unless they have the famous tags of hybrid seeds). Capitalism is based upon overproduction and overconsumption, destroying, according to Marx, both sources of wealth, land (lobster, fish and wetlands as our own veins) and humans (farmers and rural communities in this case).


Besides, the ecological limit of permeability of natural resources and the environmental pollution was not so obvious at the time of Marx. A new conflict over the opposition of the capitalist mode of production (and because of globalization), becomes more dominant than ever. It is the contrast between human and nature.


So, in addition to who owns the means of production (which remains basic) the mode of production itself (extensive, linear, industrial, capitalist) as to name one, if it is governed by the concept of continuous growth of production and consumption, leads to deadlock unless we accept that the colonization of other planets from the human species is possible).

Alienation


People who produce in the way of farmers of our example, adopt – without knowing - and a similar sense of life that relies on continuous Capitalist Development. Produce in any way you can in order to increase your production, not caring for the natural environment, not showing any solidarity for generations to come. Be unconcerned about the impact on the health of people who will use the products you produce. Morality of Capitalism at its best! As for hunger in the Third World do not worry. The companies have prepared a mutant enzyme that enables the poor to digest grass and leaves from the trees7.


At the same time, with two euros a day which is the per capita income of the vast majority of third world countries, day cattle in Europe8 get subsidized. 4% of world population (U.S.) consumes 25% of global energy output9. If all countries get the same level of development, production and consumption in the U.S., we need 3 to 4 more earths. Our farmer have lost the fishes and self-sufficiency, the resident of the industrial developed north sat down to gaze at the stars and gazed awestruck the ozone hole.

What we can do


In the heart of visual graphic the discussion of speculation of the natural-economist Nicholas Georgescu Roegen argues that it is impossible for an unlimited growth in a finite world. I also believe that “ecology is subversive because calls into question the capitalist fantasy that dominates the planet. Rejects the central motive, according to which our fate is to constantly increasing production and consumption. Shows (ecology) the disastrous impact of capitalist logic on the natural environment and the lives of human beings” 10.


Maybe it will take some time and effort to even degraded the central fantasy of the enlarge standing in the countryside and a the illusions that they was grown to farmers mainly through subsidies to Brussels. Mostly having to do another obvious mode of production to the farmers themselves. The refusal of the inhabitants of Great Kalyvia to allow the monstrous growth of EL.VI.K.11, denial of the OSCE (Federation of Agricultural Associations) in the cultivation of GM and the fight against diversion of river Acheloos are a common elements of resistance and degradation of continuous capitalist development. Communities, such as "Peliti" engaged in finding, collecting and preservation of local seeds and plants and indigenous livestock and small and medium farms (mostly family structure) formed slowly  in our place, producing quality local agricultural products, seem to recatch the thread from where it was cut.

1,2 For the sake of marketing, companies call the pesticides, herbicides and parasiticides they produce,  pesticide.

3,4 According to narratives of Apostolis Stamos, Theodoros Poulianitis, Vaggelis Mpillas, residents of Kokkinos Pyrgos, Pyrgetos and Roggia

5 Xara Tzanavara newspaper: “Eleytherotypia” 22-03-2010.

6 With exeption the political parties (SYN-SYRIZA) and Green Ecologicts

7,8,9 Serz Latous “The de-growth bet” Vanias Publ.

10 Kornilios Kastoriadis “The imaginary institution of Society” Rappa Publ.

11 The company tha bought ELBIK ( Greek meat industry ) tried to grow the number of breeding sows, but collecting the outcry and the successful resistance of the inhabitants of Great Kalyvia and the society of Trikala
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